
 

ARTIST DAVID HOCKNEY PRESENTS « HIS» NORMANDY 

 AT THE BAYEUX TAPESTRY MUSEUM 

 

A YEAR IN NORMANDIE

FROM 22 SEPTEMBER 2022 TO 23 APRIL 2023 

(WINTER CLOSURE IN JANUARY 2023)

An  exh ib i t i on  o f  Dav id  Hockney ’ s  f amous  work  “A  Yea r  i n

No rmand ie ”  wi l l  beg in  a t  t he  Bayeux  Tapes t r y  Museum  t h i s

au tumn .  The  o r i g i na l  work ,  r ecen t l y  p resen ted  i n  t he  ma in

ga l l e r y  o f  t he  Musée  de  l ’Orange r i e  i n  Pa r i s ,  t a kes  t he  f o rm

o f  a  90  mete r  l ong  f r i e ze  ce l eb r a t i ng  t he  a r r i v a l  o f  sp r i ng  i n

t he  Normandy  coun t r y s i de .   Pa in t ed  on  an  I P ad ,  i t  was

g rea t l y  i n sp i r ed  by  t he  t housand -yea r -o ld  na r r a t i v e

emb ro ide r y .  F rom  Sep tembe r ,  t he  Bayeux  exh ib i t i on  wi l l

b r i ng  Hockney ’ s  f r i e ze  and  i t s  muse  t oge the r  i n  an

unp receden ted  f a ce -à - f a ce ,  i n  t he  f o rm  o f  ha l f  sca l e

r ep roduc t i ons  o f  t he  monumen ta l  works  shown  on  t he

second  f l oo r  o f  t he  museum .
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When  B r i t i s h  a r t i s t  Dav i d  Hockney  a r r i v ed  i n  No rmandy  i n  2019 ,  he  became

f a sc i na t ed  by  t h e  un fo l d i ng  scenes  o f  t h e  Bayeux  Tapes t r y ,  and  r e so l ved  t o  d r aw

f r om  t h i s  i n sp i r a t i on  i n  o rde r  t o  c r ea t e  a  l a r ge  sca l e  na r r a t i v e ,  dep i c t i ng  t h e  cyc l e  o f

sea sons .  As  t h e  wo r l d  s t ood  s t i l l  du r i ng  t h e  succes s i v e  l o c kdowns ,  Hockney

dep i c t ed  i n  t h e  manne r  o f  t h e  Imp re s s i on i s t s  t h e  e f f ec t s  o f  l i g h t  i n  t h e  No rman  s k i e s

and  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  sp r i ng  a round  h im .  Con f i ned  i n  h i s  t y p i c a l  ha l f - t imbe r ed  house  o f

t he  Pays  d 'Auge ,  he  cap tu r ed  t h e  b lo s som ing  o f  na t u r e  and  pa i n t ed  i t s  va r i a t i on s

w i t h  b r i gh t  and  co l ou r f u l  hues  us i ng  t h e  d ig i t a l  b ru shes  o f  h i s  I P ad  -  a  t e chno l ogy

he  has  been  us i ng  f o r  t h e  pas t  twe l ve  decade .

A  f o rm idab l e  ambassado r  f o r

No rmandy ,  Dav i d  Hockney  conveys

h i s  a t t a chmen t  f o r  t h e  r eg i on  i n  t h e

l andscapes  he  d r aws  on  t h e  d ig i t a l

c anvas ,  se i z i ng  t h e  va r i a t i on s  o f  l i g h t

and  co l ou r  ove r  t h e  mon th s .  "We  have

we l comed  Dav i d  Hockney  seve r a l

t imes  i n  t h e  Bayeux  Tapes t r y  Museum

s i nce  2019 ,  and  have  bu i l t  w i t h  h im  a

r e l a t i on sh i p  o f  t r u s t .  One  day ,  du r i ng

an  i n f o rma l  conve r s a t i on ,  we  o f f e r ed

to  hos t  i n  Bayeux ,  a  c i t y  c l o se  t o  h i s

hea r t ,  an  exh i b i t i on  o f  h i s  wo rk ,

b r i ng i ng  i t  as  c l o se  as  poss i b l e  t o  h i s

sou r ce  o f  i n sp i r a t i on .  Ou t  o f

f r i e ndsh i p  f o r  t h e  museum  s t a f f ,  he

accep t ed  t h i s  i n v i t a t i on  and

sugges t ed  r educ i ng  t h e  p r i n t  o f  h i s

f r i e ze  t o  ha l f  sca l e ,  so  t h a t  ou r

e xh i b i t i on  space  cou l d  accommoda te

an  encoun t e r  be tween  t h e  two

na r r a t i v e s ,  c r ea t ed  nea r l y  1000  yea r s

apa r t "  commen t s  Lo ï c  Jam in ,  depu t y

mayo r  i n  cha rge  o f  museums ,  t ou r i sm

and  he r i t age  deve l opmen t .
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Th i s  d i a l ogue  be tween  t h e  f amous

emb ro i de r y  (11 th  cen tu r y )  and  Dav i d

Hockney ' s  impos i ng  f r i e ze  w i l l  a l l ow

v i s i t o r s  t o  imme r se  t h emse l ve s  i n  t h e

two  na r r a t i v e s  s imu l t aneous l y .  V i s i t o r s

w i l l  t hu s  be  ab l e  t o  obse r ve  and

compa re  t h e  s t y l i s ed  r ep r e sen t a t i on s

o f  t r e e s  i n  t h e  Tapes t r y  w i t h  t h e  f r u i t

t r e e s  i n  t h e  a r t i s t ' s  o rcha rd .  " I f  you

l ook  c l o se l y ,  t h e  two  mas t e r p i eces ,

w i t h  adm i t t ed l y  ve r y  d i f f e r en t  a r t i s t i c

t echn i ques ,  immo r t a l i s e  a  spec i f i c

momen t  i n  t ime .  Bo th  f r e e ze - f r ame  a

conques t :  t h a t  o f  a  No rman  Duke  i n

Eng l and  i n  t h e  11 th  cen tu r y  f o r  one ,

and  t h a t  o f  na t u r e  i n  No rmandy  and  i t s

cons t an t  r enewa l  r ega rd l e s s  o f  human

tu rmo i l  f o r  t h e  o the r , "  exp l a i n s

An to i ne  Ve rney ,  cu r a t o r  o f  t h e

Museums  o f  Bayeux .

USEFUL  I NFORMAT ION  :

E xh i b i t i on  i n c l uded  i n  t h e  museum

tou r  -  Fu l l  p r i ce  11€  (F ree  f o r  ch i l d r en

unde r  10 )

Museum  open i ng  hou r s :  01 /03  t o

31 /10  09 : 00am  >  06 : 30pm  and  01 /11

to  28 /02  09 : 30am  >  12 : 30pm  /

02 : 00pm  >  06 : 00pm  (c l o sed  i n

Janua r y )

More  i n f o :  www .bayeuxmuseum .com

P res s  Con tac t  

Bayeux  Museum

 

Fanny  Ga rbe

+33  (0 )2 . 31 . 51 . 20 . 49

f ga rbe@ma i r i e -bayeux . f r
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